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Join Us at our next Gatherings: 

 

04/14ðChapter Gathering 

04/26ð Planning Meeting 

05/12ðChapter Gaathering 

    Aging Bikers Taking to the   

        Streets on Beefy Trikes 
            By DAISY NGUYEN                    
                     Associated Press Writer 

 

Arthur McCoy didnôt let the amputation of a leg because of 
cancer stop him from riding motorcycles. The solution to 

his disability came in the form of a third wheel. 

McCoy is among a growing group of aging motorcyclists 

taking up trikes; three-wheeled motorcycles that provide the 

stability and nearly all the comforts of a car while still al-

lowing riders to feel the wind in their face. 

ñFor us older folks, its better on three wheels than two,ò 

said McCoy, now retired from a maintenance job. ñYou 

donôt have the tendency to fall over.ò 

A motorcycle rider since the 1960ôs the 71-year ïold from 

Lomita, CA, said his customized trike has made it possible 

for him and his wife, Dora to go on long-haul trips to Ari-

zona, Texas, Arkansas and Virginia at least once a month. 

They are members of Brothers of the Third Wheel, an inter-

national club for trike enthusiasts. 

Motorcycle industry experts say they expect to see more 

trikes on the road in the coming years as baby boomers, the 

largest group of motorcycle owners in the country, age out 

of their two-wheelers.  

ñBoomers are a very important segment of the motorcy-

cle market,ò said Ty Van Hooydonk, a spokesman for the 

Motorcycle Industry Council. ñThey are staying more active 

than past generations.ò 

People born between 1946 and 1964 make up 43 percent 

of motorcycle owners in the U.S., or 4.5 million out of 10.4 

million, according to a 2008 survey by the Irvine-based 

trade group.  

Trikes allow riders with arthritis, back pain and other 

physical ailments to go on long-distance rides comfortably. 

Some come with reverse gears so riders donôt have to push 

the motorcycles into a parking space. Their ample size 

makes them hard to miss. 

ñPeople in cars tend to ignore motorcycles. Trikes are 

fairly big and therefore more visible,ò said Min McGrath, 

See Aging...Continued On Page 10 



VOLUME 15 ISSUE  04                              ZOO GROUP GAZETTE                 APRIL,  2010 

2 

 

Texas Chapter Z        Officers and Staff 

                  www.zoogroup.org 

  Texas District Staff 

     www.gwrra-tx.org 
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District Webmaster 
Mark Heene 

512-288-4152 home 

512-694-3064 cell 
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 Membership Enhancement 

Division-COY Coordinators 

John & Lena Bryant 

817-741-5216   

txmedcoy@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Asst. Membership Enhance-

ment Division 

Donna  Holley 

940-231-4026 cell 

asstmec@gwrra-tx.org 

 

District Trainers 
Lynn Heene 

512-288-4152 home 

512-694-3064 cell 

TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

  

Vendor Coordinators 

Jim & Ruby Seale 

903-856-5153 home 
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TxVendor@gwrra-tx.org 
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DivisionðCOY Coordinators 

John & Lena Bryant 

817-741-5216 home 
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txmedcoy@gwrra.-tx.org 

 

Texas District Couple of the 

Year 2010 

Dave & Gene Simmons 

325-382-4469 

TxCOY@gwrra-tx.org 

 

 

      Chapter Z Monthly Gathering 
      (Second Wednesday of the month) 
 
Meets at the Golden Corral 4021 Spencer 
in Pasadena at 7:30PM 
 
Come early and eat with us 

     Chapter Z   Planning Meeting  
          (Last Monday of the month) 
ŦŸŸƇƆ ŴƇ 7:15 ũŦ ŴƇ ũŸƃƃŸƅLƆ Šƅżſſ ſƂŶŴƇŸŷ ŴƇ   
3604 Fairmont Pkwy., Pasadena, TX 
                    **********  
Unless otherwise stated, ALL RIDES depart from 
the southwest corner of the Summit Parking lot 
on Beltway 8 and Red Bluff behind the Exxon 
Station 

mailto:egerfn@earthlink.net
mailto:membership@zoogroup.org
mailto:eaglequest55@yahoo.com
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             Bring Back the ZOO! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 
 
 
 
Hi everyone.  

I am writing this just after our planning meeting. Several of us were 
discussing our stuffed animals on the back of our bikes that Chapter Z is 
famous for. It got me to thinking. Guess what? We no longer have an ani-
mal on the back of our bike! We have had several over the years and only 
took them off to use the luggage -rack bag on long trips. Somewhere along 
the way it just never got put back on the bike. So, in the interest of being 
the ñZoo Groupò it will be put back   immediately and please accept my 

humblest of apologies for neglecting it for so long.  
 
                                                   
 
That being said, I would like to encourage ALL of our Chapter Z par-

ticipants to adorn their bike with some type of silly stuffed animal(s). It 
can be something sentimental, something representative of yourself (or 

spouse), or just something you think looks cool because it matches the 
color or your bike, but letôs get out there and bring back the fun and bring 
back the animals. Letôs get back to ñThe Zooò.  

 This message brought to you by BBTA (bring back the animals). No animals were harmed in the 

writing of this correspondence.  

                                                         

 

 

 

 

Ted & Carrie Geier  

Chapter Directors Chapter Z    ñThe ZOO Group ñ 

Master Tour Riders #3127 & 3126                                             
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     Keep óEm Moving 

 

 
    It is a known fact that safety is maintained through a combination of skill and 

awareness, something we try to practice each and every day. It is also a fact that the 

longer we use these skills, the more complacent we become; such as, how we use 

our eyes. Our eyes are the most important safety tool we have and yet we do not use 

them the way we should. Once we become comfortable with the way we do some-

thing, the more likely we are to find short-cuts to do them. Driving is no exception 

and yet it is the most unsafe task that we face each and every day. How many times 

have you been out for a drive and come across Grandma, hugging her steering 

wheel and staring out the windshield as if something has just landed on it, but she 

canôt tell what it is. Staring blindly ahead is the worse thing we can do. Our eyes 

were not designed to set idle, they were designed to move. The fact is that once we 

see something and our brain processes it, it doesnôt have anything else to do. So, it 

begins to go to sleep. That is why, on long road trips (especially at night ) we be-

come sleepy. Fully alert we have about 180 degrees of visibility, however once you 

get that ñDeer in the headlightsò look, that fixed stare, your visual range drops to 

about 3 degrees. In other words you lose sight of everything around you. But then 

what you donôt know canôt hurt you, right? Personally I donôt want to test that the-

ory. Not everything that we need to see is in that 180 degree range. That is why we 

have mirrors, so we can increase our visibility to 360 degrees. Mirrors should be 

checked at least every three to five seconds, to keep that constant awareness that 

keeps us safe. On those long trips, you need to move your eyes at least every two 

seconds. Try it and you will be surprised how fresh you will feel at the end of that 

long road. Alertness is the only thing that keeps us safe out there, so keep óem mov-

ing and keep óem safe. 

 

Joe and Denise Hile 

Chapter Educators 

Master Tour Rider #7545 
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THE FIRST BLONDE GUY JOKE??  
 

Could this be the  very first ever Blonde GUY joke.... And well  worth the wait!  

 

An Irishman , a Mexican and  a Blonde Guy were  doing construction work on scaffolding 

on the 20th floor of a building.  

 

They were eating lunch and the Irishman  said,  'Corned beef  and cabbage! If I get 

corned beef and cabbage one  more time for lunch, I'm going to jump off 

this  building.'  

 

The  Mexican opened his lunch box and exclaimed, 'Burritos again! If I get burritos one 

more time  I'm going to jump off, too.'  

 

The  blonde opened his lunch and said,  ' Bologna again!  If I get a bologna sandwich 

one more time, I'm jumping too.'  

 

The  next day, the Irishman opened his lunch box, saw  corned beef and cabbage, and 

jumped to his  death.  

 

The  Mexican opened his lunch, saw a burrito, and  jumped, too.  

 

The  blonde guy opened his lunch, saw the bologna and  jumped to his death as well.  

 

At the funeral, the Irishman's wife was weeping. She said, 'If I'd known how really 

tired he was of corned beef and cabbage, I never would have given  it to him again!'  

 

The Mexican's wife also wept and said, 'I could have given him tacos or enchiladas! I 

didn't realize he  hated burritos so much.'  

 

Everyone  turned and stared at the blonde's wife. The  blonde's wife said, 'Don't look at 

me. The idiot made his own lunch.'        ************************  
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This information is provided for the convenience of Chapter Z members. Information is obtained from the Texas District web page and 

various sources. No warrantee is made with respect to the accuracy of any information on this page or any other page in this newsletter, 

and the staff of Chapter Z shall not be liable if any information is incorrect. You are advised to verify the accuracy of this information 

prior to attending any listed event. This information contained herein is subject to change without notice. 
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    Chapter Caps     $10  
 

   Chapter T-Shirt     $10 
   

  Chapter  Polo Shirts   $ 20 
 
             Chapter Long-Sleeve T-Shirt   $25 
 
      
 

 
 

  

Contact Pat & Joyce McTigue 
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    The 2010 Texas District Rally will be held in Killeen May 6thð8th. 

 

 For Rally Registration Form go to: http://gwrra-tx.org/10Rally/rally.php 

 

                           Special Event for Friday, May 7, 2010 

 

Precision Performance by the First Calvary Horse Detachment of Ft. Hood 
                 Immediately following there will be a USO Show and Dance 

http://gwrra-tx.org/10Rally/rally.php
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2 8 1  /  9 9 8  -  2 5 0 0

a u t o  /  h o m e  d i s c o u n t s
m u l t i -  p o l i c y  d i s c o u n t s
n e w  h o m e  d i s c o u n t s
b u r g l a r  a l a r m  d i s c o u n t s

a i r  b a g  d i s c o u n t s
h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e
c l a s s i c  c a r
b u s i n e s s  i n s u r a n c e

È

È

È

È

È

È

È

È

P a t  &  J a n  E l z e y

ñO ur P olicies C om e w ith an A gentò

H a r t f o r d  /  S a f e c o  /  T r a v e l e r s  /  F o r e m o s t
P r o g r e s s i v e  /  B l u e  C r o s s  /  C h u b b

L o c a l A g en t  

M otor cy cle /  C la ssi c C a r  I n su r a n ce
B oa t  /  A T V  /  R V  I n su r a n ce

w w w .T e x a n In s u ra n c e .c o m

 

  

 LOCAL AGENT  
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75, of Chula Vista, CA, whose bright red, low-riding Rewaco trike measures 12-1/2 feet long and 6 feet wide. 

He also relishes the attention he gets on the road. 

ñItôs a real traffic stopper,ò the retired aerospace engineer said. ñYou pull into a gas station and people want to 

talk about it.ò 

McGrathôs daughter, Sharon Sisemore, another trike rider, added that in heavy traffic she doesnôt have to 

worry about putting her feet down to balance. 

There are several advantages, and you still get to have the óknees in the breeze, the bug in your teethô feeling,ò 

 
This article taken in part from the Senior News may be read in its entirety in the March 2010 issue.  
                            

                                                                    Submitted by Pat Thonpson 

Aging...Continued From Page 1 

 

 

Membership Enhancement CoordinatorôsMembership Enhancement Coordinatorôs  

March 2010 Chapter Z Participation ReportMarch 2010 Chapter Z Participation Report   
          

Attendance Report:  

Date Event  Participants  Visitors  Total  

          

3/6/2010 
GWRRA Manage-
ment Course 2 0 2 

3/10/2010 Monthly Gathering 17 4 21 

3/13/2010 
Chapter C Luck of 
the Irish Rally 7 0 7 

3/20/2010 
Chapter X-2's 
Birthday Party 6 0 6 

3/21/2010 

Breakfast at Peli-
can Grill, Sea-
brook 4 0 4 

3/28/2010 
Breakfast @ 
Frank's 7 0 7 

3/29/2010 
Monthly Planning 
Gathering 17 0 17 

      0 0 

      0 0 

      0 0 

        0 

        0 

        0 

          

  Total     64 
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          APRIL   2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

       1 2 3  
Chapter Jï 

Annual Foolôs 

Run-KSU 

9AM from Zôs 

Regular JO 

4  

 
HAPPY            

EASTER 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14       Z  
Monthly 

Gathering 

7:30 PM-

Golden Corral 

on Spencer   

15 16     Smith 

System Defen-

sive Driving 

Course 6:30 AM 

Held at  Ms. 

LaVerneôs 

house, 1406 Or-

rel Dr. in Pasa-

dena 

 17   Bren-

ham Over-

nighter & 

Southern 

Flyer Diner 

JO 8:30AM 

AMC Theatre 

I-45 & B-8 

   

18 19 20 21    Training 

for RFK: Must 

contact Maggie 

Sims to confirm 

mfsims@spectr

aenergy.com  

22 23     Sonic 

Ride ðMeet 

@ 7 PM at the 

Sonic-2311 FM 

519 E.   Near 

FM 2094 in 

League City                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

24   RFK  

setup at Hum-

ble Civic Ctr. 

10: AM  

25 

Ride for 

Kids Humble 

Civic Ctr. 

8233 Will 

Clayton Pkwy 

26       Z          
Planning 

Meeting 

7:15PM @       

Pepperôs on   

Fairmont 

27 28 29 30   

Have  BREAKFAST with the ZOO GROUP ...Every Sunday morning 

at Frankôs Grill  3807 Spencer Hwy in Pasadena       8:00AM 

 

Please check our website for possible changes in the location of our 

Breakfast  meeting and any updates. 

                                                                www.zoogroup.org 

LOUISIANA DISTRICT RALLY, Lafayetteð

Contact Ted Geier 713-539-3649 or Carrie Geier 

713-539-3623 for details if you plan to attend 

8:30 AM  JO @ Krogerôs @ Fairmont & Hwy 

146 

http://www.zoogroup.org
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               May  2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

             1  Ride to 

Sam Moon 

on I-45 will 

stop for 

lunch 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9                 
Happy           

Motherôs       

Day 

10 11 12    Zôs      

Monthly Gath-

ering  7:30 PM 

at Golden Cor-

ral 

13 14   Sonic 
Ride 7: PM 

Meet at the  

295767 Sonic in 

Santa Fe Hwy 

6 & FM 1764  

15  Wrench 

Day 9-12 AM 

at Ms. 

LaVernôs-

1406 Orrel 

Dr. in Pasa-

dena   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      Z       
Planning Mtg. 

7:15 PM at 

Pepperôs  -

Possible re-

schedule due to 

Holiday 

     

Have  BREAKFAST with the ZOO GROUP ...Every Sunday morning 

at Frankôs Grill  3807 Spencer Hwy in Pasadena       8:00AM 

 

Please check our website for possible changes in the location of our 

Breakfast  meeting and any updates. 

                                                                www.zoogroup.org 

Arkansas District Rally,  Rogers, AR 

Texas District Rally-Killeen, TX 

http://www.zoogroup.org


VOLUME 15 ISSUE  04                              ZOO GROUP GAZETTE                 APRIL,  2010 

13 

 

Find your Number! 

  

Each month there will be a GWRRA member number 

embedded somewhere within the newsletter.  It could 

be yours.  There will be a prize waiting for you at the 

next meeting if you find your number. Good Luck! 

WE'RE ON THE WEB! 

WWW.ZOOGROUP.ORG 

Reminder  
 

This is your newsletter, please feel free 
to write an article about a ride, a rally 

or other pertinent matter and submit it 
for publication on or before the next 

planning meeting.   

                                                                                      

 APRIL 

 

06ðClark Hill 

                  APRIL 

 

03ðTerry & Maggie Sims 
 

GWRRA Texas Chapter Z  

Meets the 2nd  

Wednesday of each month at 

Golden Corral  

4021  Spencer Hwy.  

7:30 pm 

 

Z's (North) Jump Off:  

All rides depart from the  

parking lot on the  

southwest carner of  

Beltway 8 @ Red Bluff  

behind  the Exxon station  
 

Z's SOUTH Jump Off:  

Kroger on I - 45 @ FM 517 in 

Dickinson  

 

Zõs MID Jump Off: 

AMC Gulf Pointe Parking Lot  

I - 45 & Beltway 8  

 

 

Chapter Z meets every  

Sunday for breakfast at  

Frankõs Grill  

3807 Spencer Hwy. 8:00AM  
CHECK CALENDAR FOR CHANGES IN 

LOCATION  
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