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Join Us at our next Gatherings: 

 

02/09ðChapter Gathering 

02/28ð Planning Meeting 

03/09ðChapter Gathering 

03/28ðPlanning Meeting 

  The Pickett House 

 
 
 On a very chilly January 23rd four brave souls. Johnny 

Gaskill, Ken Robbins, Kris and Greg Johnstone set out for a ride 

to the Heritage Village Museum and the Pickett House Restaurant 

 This ride was a little unusual for Chapter Z. It was one of 

the only Sunday rides that we have done. In an effort to appeal to 

all riders we are going to schedule more of these types of rides in 

the future. They will jump off sometime after our regularly sched-

uled breakfast and usually be somewhere relatively close so that 

we can get back home at a reasonable time. I hope you can fit one 

of these in your schedule. If you have any suggestions for this 

type of ride please feel free to drop Johnny or me an email 

 As usual our Chapter Z Ride Coordinator Johnny Gaskill 

came prepared with a predetermined route that proved to be a 

very scenic and enjoyable journey. The only challenge along the 

way (for some of us) was the weather. It was a very sunny day 

but the wind and temperature were not cooperating but we were 

determined to head out 

 The Museum and restaurant are located one mile west of 

Woodville on Highway 90. Heritage Village Museum is a collec-

tion of buildings and artifacts depicting a small farm and timber 

community of the mid 1800ôs to about 1920. It is owned and op-

erated by the Tyler County Heritage Society. Pickett House res-

taurant is actually a refurbished old school house featuring quality 

country cooking served boarding house style.    

 The menu consists only of fried chicken, chicken and 

dumplings, green and two selection of various seasonal vegeta-

bles accompanied by fluffy biscuits and cornbread with fruit cob-

bler for dessert. The meal is all you can eat served family style 

right at your table. What a great deal, no buffet lines to stand in. 

And let me tell you the food was worth the trip, it was some of 

the best fried chicken I have ever had and the dumplings were 

awesome 

 What a great day. The place is certainly worth going back 

to and I would suggest making more of a day out of it so we can 

spend some time at the Museum 

 Whatôs New This Month? 
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Texas Chapter Z        Officers and Staff 

                  www.zoogroup.org 

  Texas District Staff  

     www.gwrra-tx.org 

Chapter Directors 

Greg and Kris Johnstone 

281-864-5368 

gjohnstone1@msn.com 

  

 

Asst. Chapter Directors 

 

 

 

 

  

Chapter Educators 

Joe & Denise Hile 

281-542-0033 

gczshark@yahoo.com  

 

 

Treasurer 
 Fay Eger   

(409) 925-5672 

egerfn@earthlink.net 

 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Mike & Patrice Fogarty 

281-337-4015 

pfogarty@missouricitytx.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Enhancement  

Coordinator  
 Ken Robbins 

713-944-7501 

 k.robbins@sbcglobal.net  

 

Ride Coordinator 

Johnny Gaskell 

832-654-6229 

j2gaskill@sbcglabal.net 

 

 

Phone Tree Coordinator  

  

  

 

 

  

 Couple of the Year 2010 

Lonnie & Deanna Hebert 

281-331-1348 

lhebert@earthlink.net 

 

 

 Newsletter Editor 

  

 

 

 

 Webmaster 

 Ken Robbins 

713-944-7501 

 k.robbins@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

 

                                                               

District Directors                
Fred and Mandy Mew 

817-707-3568 

TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Asst. District Director 

Mark and Lynn Heene 

512-814-6432 

 TexasADD@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Asst. District Director 

David and Christine Vidrine 

281-709-3904 

 TexasADD2@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Treasurer  

Leona McDade 

940-464-0801 

  TxTreasurer@gwrra-tx.org 

 

District Admin. Support and 

Security 

Terry McDade 

940-464-0801 

AdminSS@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Mandy Mew 

817-939-3568 

NLE@gwrra-tx.org  

 

Vendor Coordinators 

Don and Linda Holley 

940-390-0873 

TxVC@gwrra-tx.org 

 

 

District Webmaster 
Mark Heene 

 512-814-6432   

Webmaster@gwrra-tx.org 

 

District Educators   

Chet Roby & Maria Collins 

254-718-3977  

TxEd@gwrra-tx.org 

 

District Trainers  
Lynn Heene 

512-288-4152 

TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Membership Enhancement  
Coordinator  

Carolyn Barton 

254-578-3353   

TxMEC@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Asst. Membership Enhance-

ment Coordinators 

Jeff and Donna Jackson 

940-231-4026 

AsstMEC@gwrra-tx.org 

 

 

2010 Couple of the Year and 

Couple of the Year Coordina-

tors 

Dave and Jean Simmons 

325-382-4469 

TxCOY@gwrra-tx.org 

 

 

  

  Chapter Z Monthly Gather-
ing  

      (Second Wednesday of the 
month)  

 
Meets at the Golden Corral 4021 
Spencer in Pasadena at 7:30PM  

       Chapter Z   Planning Meeting  
            (Last  Monday of the month)  

 
Meets at 7:15 PM at the IHOP located at         
3646 E. Sam Houston Pkwy S. in Pasa-

dena, TX 

      Chapter Z  Jump Off  
       
Unless otherwise stated in calen-
dar,  
ALL RIDES depart from Z ôs MID 
Jump Off:        AMC Gulf Pointe  

mailto:egerfn@earthlink.net
mailto:membership@zoogroup.org
mailto:membership@zoogroup.org
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Greetings Chapter Z 

 

 Kris and I are making an attempt to fill in as the News Letter Editors until we can find some-

one with not only the desire but with more computer skills than we have (that shouldn't be too hard). 

We know how important a newsletter is and we are sorry that we missed an issue and this one is a lit-

tle late coming out 

 WOW!! What a great and busy start to the New Year for the Chapter. We have had quite a 

few rides with a lot of participation. It all started with our annual Polar bear Ride on January 1st and 

we have had Hooky rides, Sunday rides, Lunch Rides, and Breakfast rides. We are making every ef-

fort to come up with as many different type of rides so everyone has an option. I hope you find some-

thing to your liking 

 In addition to rides Kris and I attended Texas Mid Winter Round up in Killeen. We had a great 

time visiting with our District and region staff, what a great bunch of people they are. Their commit-

ment and dedication to this organization and to making things fun for everyone is second to none. It 

seemed like we just finished unpacking from Killeen and we packed up and left for Kerrville for the 

Officer Certification Seminar. There has been a lot of talk about this seminar and we were not sure 

what to expect, after all we were warned ahead of time there was a ñtestò we had to pass. Well it was 

not long after it started that we realized the benefit of attending. Much of what we heard was stuff we 

already knew but we were enlightened on so many things that we were sorry we did not attend sooner. 

Our hope is that we can better serve you, the chapter, because of it 

 I am sure that many of you have already heard that we have set a date to bring back the annual 

Chapter Z Birthday party ñconventionò. It will be on October 22nd at Challenger 7 Park, I understand 

this is a great facility with lots of space. This is the first time that Kris and I have been involved in 

something like this so we hope that we can count on everyone for help and ideas on how to make this 

a fun event especially those of you that were around for the past events. We hope to have a great 

many of the other local Chapters attend and have a lot of fun, we are going to schedule some rides to 

their Chapter gatherings so we can promote our Birthday Party. Of course it will help if we support 

and attend their conventions when we can so we will be including them on our calendar 

 

Until next time 

 

Greg and Kris 
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  This article was copied from the GWRRA Rider Ed Gimme 
5 website  

 

TOPIC:  Team Riding Responsibilities 

 

In GWRRA we are always doing things in groups. We meet our fellow chapter members and ride together for a week-

ly dinner run. Or we join each other for a weekend breakfast before going on a run. Or we make an ice cream run to-

gether on a weekly basis. Most chapters have this kind of camaraderie and fellowship in one form or another. Then 

there are the monthly Gatherings where we meet and eat and have fun. And the rides to visit other chapters and sup-

port them at their Fun Run or Anniversary Party or Pig Out, and various other events that chapters put on. Much of the 

time we ride together in groups traveling to and from our various destinations.  

 

Whenever we ride in groups, someone is in the Lead position. Hopefully, it is one of our GWRRA-trained Road Cap-

tains. In our chapter, it is someone whom we trust, respect and have confidence in. Someone with good judgment who 

is prepared to lead the group from the starting point all the way to our destination. Someone who has a planned route 

and shares it with all who join the ride. S/He holds pre-ride meetings with all participants to tell us the route, advise us 

of any stops along the way, and discuss our speed on the road. Our Lead may ask questions about who is on medica-

tion, who may need to stop at shorter intervals (perhaps due to a smaller gas tank), who has a CB radio and who does 

not, etc. Our Road Captain covers hand signals for riders that are new to our group, too. Our Road Captain has been 

leading our rides for a few years now. We donôt think twice about following him/her because s/he never lets us down. 

We always arrive safely when we follow our Road Captain. We are very fortunate to have such a capable Road Cap-

tain in the Lead!  

 

We also have another Road Captain, trained in the GWRRA way, to bring up the rear of the group. This is our Drag 

bike, or Tail Gunner. These two (Lead & Drag) work together like Lennon and McCartney. The Drag seems to know 

what the Lead is thinking, securing the lane almost as the thought passes through the mind of our Lead. They com-

municate well with each other and with the rest of the team. They let the group know what is going on around us. 

They inform us about things, like telling us we will be turning ï in advance of the turn; when a car is attempting to 

pass the group on a 2-lane road; or when a car is passing on the right when we are on the highway. Our Lead and Drag 

always keep us aware of hazards on the road and all around us. We know they are looking out for the safety of the 

group. With Road Captains of this caliber, we feel very safe. We know we can enjoy the ride and watch the scenery 

with these two in charge.  

 

Wait! Stop right there!  We all need to remember that even those of us in the middle of the formation have responsi-

bilities.  We are responsible to pass on the hand signals from the Lead, such as for single file, stagger formation, point-

ing out potholes and road kill, sand in the corners, and other hazards, etc. We need to be aware who we are riding 

with, too. The burden is not all on the Road Captains. We cannot sleep because we ride in the middle of the pack. We 

need to maintain safe spacing with the other bikes around us. And most importantly, we need to ride our own ride. We 

must stay alert. Hazards donôt always appear in front of the Lead bike. Sometimes they come at the riders in the mid-

dle of the group. We need to be aware of our surroundings and always be prepared to react to the unexpected at all 

times. We must remember that, just because our Road Captain is leading us, we are not excused from thinking for our-

selves and riding our own ride. We are all responsible for our own safety at all times. Never 

give that responsibility away. It is nice to have someone willing to help look out for your safety, 

but ultimately, it is your life. Guard it wisely! Be sure to ride your own ride, even while Team 

Riding! 

 

Ride Smart & Be Safe!  
Bruce & Melissa Thayer 

Former MI Asst. District Rider Educators 

brucethayer1@comcast.net  

mailto:brucethayer1@comcast.net
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This information is provided for the convenience of Chapter Z members. Information is obtained from the Texas District web page and 

various sources. No warrantee is made with respect to the accuracy of any information on this page or any other page in this newsletter, 

and the staff of Chapter Z shall not be liable if any information is incorrect. You are advised to verify the accuracy of this information 

prior to attending any listed event. This information contained herein is subject to change without notice. 

 Region HðComing Events      

Date Chapter Event Location Contact/E-Mail  

February 19-20 2011       C Horizon Seminar Deer Park Masonic Lodge Annette.harrington@verizon.net  

March 12, 2011 C  Chapter C Convention   txchapterc.org  

March 24-26,  2011  Region H Convention Plano, Texas   

April 2, 2011 O Texas Chapter O Convention 

Lady Bird Johnson Park, 

Fredericksburg, TX       

8AM-2 PM http://fbgtx.org     

April 7 -9, 2011  Louisiana District Convention Lafayette, LA   

April 29, 2011 O2 Heart of Wings Convention 

Riverside Park, Brown-

wood, TX gwrra -tx-c2.com  

May 12-14, 2011  Texas District Convention 

Killeen Civic Center, 

Killeen , TX 

Fred or Mandy Mew  

www.TxDD@gwrra -tx.org  

May 26-28, 2011  Arkansas District Convention     

July 6-9, 2010  Wing Ding 33 Knoxville, TN www.gwrra.org 

August 26-27, 2011  Kansas District Convention Eldorado, KS   

Oct. 7-9, 2011 ________ Oklahoma District Convention       

Susan Wingrove  

PO Box 244  

Delight, Arkansas  

71940  

Cell: 870 - 450 - 3733  

susan@doubleyellowtees.com  

Shop: 870 - 379 - 2050  

http://fbgtx.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
mailto:susan@doubleyellowtees.com
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Membership Enhancement CoordinatorôsMembership Enhancement Coordinatorôs  

January 2011 Chapter Z Participation ReportJanuary 2011 Chapter Z Participation Report   

      

Attendance Report:  

Date Event  Participants  Visitors  Total  

     

1/1/2011 
Polar Bear Ride 
to Jasper, TX 5 0 5 

1/2/2011 
Breakfast @ 
Joe's in Alvin 2 0 2 

1/8/2011 Joyce McTigue 23 8 31 

1/9/2011 
Breakfast @ 
Joe's in Alvin 2 0 2 

1/12/2011 

Monthly Gather-
ing- Golden Cor-
ral 22 0 22 

1/15/2011 

Texas District 
Mid-Winter 
Roundup 3 0 3 

1/16/2011 
Breakfast @ 
Joe's in Alvin 8 0 8 

1/23/2011 
Breakfast @ 
Joe's in Alvin 5 0 5 

1/23/2011 
Ride to Pickett 
House 4 0 4 

1/26/2011 Hookie Ride to 7 0 7 

1/27/2011 
Escort - Home for 
Our Troops 12 0 12 

1/28/2011 
Escort - Home for 
Our Troops 6 0 6 

1/29/2011 
Escort - Home for 
Our Troops 3 0 3 

1/29-30/2011 GWRRA OCP 2 0 2 

1/30/2011 
Breakfast @ 
Joe's in Alvin 5 0 5 

1/31/2011 
Planning Gather-
ing 15 0 15 

  124 8 132 

  Total       
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                                              Chapter Caps     $10  
   

        Chapter T -Shirt     $10  
   

           Chapter  Polo Shirts   $25  
 

               Chapter Long -Sleeve T-Shirt   $25  
 
      
 

 
 

  

Contact: Greg or Kris Johnstone 
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2 8 1  /  9 9 8  -  2 5 0 0

a u t o  /  h o m e  d i s c o u n t s
m u l t i -  p o l i c y  d i s c o u n t s
n e w  h o m e  d i s c o u n t s
b u r g l a r  a l a r m  d i s c o u n t s

a i r  b a g  d i s c o u n t s
h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e
c l a s s i c  c a r
b u s i n e s s  i n s u r a n c e

È

È

È

È

È

È

È

È

P a t  &  J a n  E l z e y

ñO ur P olicies C om e w ith an A gentò

H a r t f o r d  /  S a f e c o  /  T r a v e l e r s  /  F o r e m o s t
P r o g r e s s i v e  /  B l u e  C r o s s  /  C h u b b

L o c a l A g en t  

M otor cy cle /  C la ssi c C a r  I n su r a n ce
B oa t  /  A T V  /  R V  I n su r a n ce

w w w .T e x a n In s u ra n c e .c o m

 

  

 
LOCAL AGENT  
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 HAVE YOU HEARD THE NEWS??  

 

Bob Curtis 

And 

Debbie Hanlin 

 

Are 

ENGAGED 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
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      February   2011  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

     1 2 3 4 5 
Chapter D 

Safety Event 

6 Breakfast 

Joeôs 

Alvin  

Zooperbowl 

Party at the 

Hebertôs 

7 8 9 
Chapter 

Gathering 

Golden Cor-

ral 7:30pm 

10 11 12 Sweetheart 

Ride 

K2 Steakhouse 

9am KSU 

So JO 

13 Breakfast 

Joeôs 

Alvin  

 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 Lunch Ride 

Potato Patch 

9:30am 

KSU So JO 

 
Horizon  

Seminar 

20 
Breakfast 

Joeôs 

Alvin  

 

Horizon 

Seminar 

21 22 23 24 25 26 Lunch Ride  

Southern Flyer 

Brenham 

9:30am 

KSU SO JO 

27 

Breakfast 

Joeôs 

Alvin  

28 

Planning 

Meeting 

I -Hop 

      Have  BREAKFAST with the ZOO GROUP ...Every Sun-

day morning at Joeôs in Alvin, 1300 East Hwy 6 near 35-

Bypass  8:00AM 

 

Please check our website for possible changes in the location of our 

Breakfast  meeting and any updates.                                

www.zoogroup.org 

http://www.zoogroup.org
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        MARCH  2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

        1 2 3 4 5 

6 

Breakfast 

Joeôs 

Alvin  

7 8 9 

Chapter 

Gathering 

10 11 12  

Chapter C 

Luck-Of- 

The Irish  

13 

Breakfast 

Joeôs 

Alvin  

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 

Breakfast 

Joeôs 

Alvin  

 
 

21 22 23 24 

Region H 
Convention 

25 

Region H 
Convention 

26 

Region H 
Convention 

27 

Breakfast 

Joeôs 

Alvin  

 

 

28 

Planning 

Meeting 

29 30 31  31   Have  BREAKFAST with the 

ZOO GROUP ...Every Sunday 

morning at Joeôs in Alvin, 1300 

East Hwy 6 near 35-Bypass  

8:00AM                           
www.zoogroup.org 
 

Please check our website for possi-

http://www.zoogroup.org
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Find your Number!  

  

Each month there will be a GWRRA member num-

ber embedded somewhere within the newsletter.  It 

could be yours.  There will be a prize waiting for 

you at the next meeting if you find your number. 

Good Luck! 

WE'RE ON THE 

WEB! 

WWW .ZOOGROUP.ORG 

       FEBRUARY 

08ðSteve Jennings 

15ðTed Geier 

16ðRita Miller  

18ðKen Robbins 

 FEBRUARY 

02ðPat & Judy Thompson 

06ðJerry & Ann Larsen  

14ðEverett Hunt & Fay Eger 

22ðVern & Phyllis Hall  

24ðBilly & Rita Miller  

ABOUT US  
 

GWRRA Texas Chapter Z  

Meets the 2nd  

Wednesday of each month at Golden 

Corral  

4021  Spencer Hwy.  

7:30 pm  

 

Z Planning Meeting is the last Mon-

day of the month at the IHOP 3646 

E. Sam Houston Pkwy S.  between 

267888 Fairmont and Vista in Pasa-

dena next to San  Jacinto Harley D 

and Hooters  

7:15 PM  

 

Chapter Z meets every  

Sunday for breakfast at  

Joeõs in Alvin  1300 East Hwy 6 

near the 35 - Bypass 

 

This is our Main Jump Off  

Zõs MID Jump Off: 

AMC Gulf Pointe south side Parking 

Lot I - 45 & Beltway 8  

 

Z's SOUTH Jump Off:  

Kroger on I - 45 @ FM 517  

in Dickinson  

 

Z's (North) Jump Off:  

All rides depart from the  

parking lot on the  

southwest carner of  

Beltway 8 @ Red Bluff  

behind the Exxon station  

 

Please check the website  

 for updates   
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